CHAPTER  XXI

THE  NORTH  GERMAN

Ax Berlin I was ostensibly occupied with Prussia's rela-
tions to the newly acquired provinces and the other North
German states, but in reality with the humour of the for-
eign Powers and in pondering upon their probable atti-
tude. To me, and perhaps to every one, our internal
affairs had a provisional and immature aspect. The re-
action of the aggrandisement of Prussia, of the impend-
ing negotiations concerning the North German Confeder-
ation and its constitution, made our internal development
appear to be carried along by the current as much as our
relations to foreign states, whether in or outside Ger-
many, in consequence of the European situation prevail-
ing when the war had been interrupted. I took it as
assured that war with France would necessarily have to
be waged on the road to our further national development,
for our development at home as well as the extension be-
yond the Main, and that we must keep this eventuality in
sight in all our domestic as well as in our foreign rela-
tions. In some aggrandisement of Prussia in North Ger-
many Louis Napoleon saw not only no danger to France, but
a means against the unification and national development
of Germany; he believed that the non-Prussian portions
of Germany would then feel a greater need of French sup-
port. He cherished reminiscences of the confederation
of the Rhine, and wished to hinder development in the
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